
QUESTIONS ON PARASHAT VAYEIRA 
 

 
Q-1.  (a) (1) Why did Hashem now appear to Avraham (4 views)? (2) In what month did the angels visit him and Lot (2 views)? (b) (1) Did Hashem 
and the 3 angels actually appear to Avraham in Eilonei Mamei (2 views)? (2) What were the names of the angels, and what were their missions? 
(c) (1) How do we know that Avraham was a tzadik “who said little but did much”? (2) From where did Avraham learn the importance of hachnasat 
orchim (hospitality)? (d) Why are there dots above the word “eilav” (to him) when the angels asked about Sarah? (e) (1) Who prepared the calves 
for the guests? (2) What immediate reward did Hashem give Avraham for his hospitality? (3) For which 4 things that Avraham provided the angels 
did Hashem later reward Bnei Yisrael? (4) Why did the angels pretend to eat? (f) How was Sarah punished for denying that she had laughed when 
she heard that she would give birth to Yitzchak (2 ways)? (Bereishit 18:1-16) 
 
A-1.  (a) (1) To (i) perform bikur cholim, since Avraham was recovering from his mila 3 days earlier (Rashi). (ii) cure his pain by his seeing the 
Shechina (Ramban). (iii) confirm the brit (covenant) (Sforno). (iv) tell him of the impending destruction of Sedom (Levush). (2) (i) Tishrei – the mila 
was on 10 Tishrei (Yom Kippur) – the angels visited him on the 3

rd
 day (12 Tishrei) and visited Lot on 15 Tishrei (Sukkot) (Pirkei deRebi Eliezer). 

(ii) Nisan – Lot served matzot because it was Pesach (Rashi 19:3). (b) (1) (i) Yes, exactly as the Torah describes (Ramban). (ii) No – Avraham 
had a prophetic vision, but no actual men or angels visited him (Rambam – Moreh Nevuchim II-42). (2) (i) Micha’el, whose job was to inform 
Avraham that Sarah would give birth to a son; (ii) Gavri’el – to destroy Sedom and the other cities; (iii) Rafa’el – to cure Avraham and save Lot 
(Bava Metzia 86b). (c) (1) Avraham offered the men “pat-lechem” (a bit of bread) but served an extravagant feast (Rashi). (2) He asked Shem, “in 
which merit did Hashem keep Noach and his family alive on the ark”, and Shem told him that it was for their charity of feeding all of the animals – 
Avraham realized how much more important it is to sustain people (Medrash Socher Tov). (d) The letters under the dots spell “ayo” (where is?), 
teaching that a guest should ask his host about the welfare of his host’s wife and a wife about her husband (Rashi). (e) (1) Yishmael, to train him 
in the mitzvah of hachnasat orchim (Bereishit Raba). (2) Hashem repaid Avraham’s chesed to his guests with the chesed of showing him the 
location of Adam’s burial place in Meorat haMacpeila, where he and Sarah would be buried (Zohar haChadash). (3) Since Avraham (i) ordered, 
“let water be brought” (18:4), Hashem provided water from Miriam’s well to Bnei Yisrael in the midbar; (ii) asked Sarah to “knead [flour] and make 
rolls” (18:6), Hashem provided the mun; (iii) “ran to the cattle” (18:7), Hashem provided meat (quail); (iv) “walked with [the angels] to escort them” 
(18:16), Hashem escorted Bnei Yisrael in the Pillar of Clouds (Bava Metzia 86b-87a). (4) This teaches that one may not deviate from local 
customs (Rashi). (f) (1) She died before Yitzchak married (Ramban). (2) Since Sarah, the most righteous of women, denied the truth that she had 

laughed, women are not accepted as witnesses in beit din (Bereishit Raba).   
 
Q-2.  (a) (1) For what 10 sins did Hashem decree the annihilation of Sedom and the other cities? (2) Why did Hashem tell Avraham about His plan 
to destroy Sedom and the other cities (10 views)? (3) When did He tell him? (4) Why did Avraham pray for the evil Sedomim? (5) Why did he stop 
praying when Hashem told him there were not even 10 righteous people in the cities (2 reasons)? (b) Which sin sealed Sedom’s doom (2 views)? 
(c) How do we learn that one should daven in a makom kavua (an assigned place)? (d) What 2 berachot must one say when seeing the pillar of 
salt that was Lot’s wife? (e) How do we know that one must not settle among wicked people? (f) When He destroyed Sedom, why did “Elokim 
remember Avraham” (2 views)?  (Bereishit 18:17-18, 23;19:5,27-29)  
 
A-2.  (a) (1) (i) Murder; (ii) adultery; (iii) they knowingly rebelled against Hashem; (iv) anyone inviting strangers to a wedding would be punished by 

having all his clothes removed from his body; (v) if a resident set up a row of bricks as a landmark, or (vi) if he spread onion or garlic to dry, each 
of the townspeople would steal “only one brick, onion or garlic”, so that the owner would have none left (Sanhedrin 109b). (vii) Although their land 

was extremely fertile, and had the natural resources of gold, silver and precious stones, they selfishly allowed no strangers in their country; (viii) 
they robbed any stranger found in their vicinity; (ix) their judges assured that every wayfarer left their country penniless; (x) anyone handing food 
to a pauper would be put to death (Pirkei deRebi Eliezer). (2) (i) Since Hashem had promised Avraham all of Cana’an, it was appropriate to inform 
him before destroying the Cana’ani cities; (ii) He promised Avraham that he would be “father of a multitude of nations” (17:5), and destroying a 
nation without telling its “father” is improper (Rashi). (iii) Since Avraham’s offspring would become Hashem’s great nation, future generations could 
argue it was “callous” of Hashem to keep His plan from him; (iv) if there was a reason to pardon the cities, Avraham would pray for them, and if 
there were no reason to save the cities, even he would agree with the punishment (Ramban). (v) Hashem wanted him to know that if Sedom and 
the other cities had righteous people, He would save them (Alschich). (vi) If they repented, Hashem would accept their teshuva (Sforno). (vii) He 
gave Avraham a chance to pray for Lot, a resident of Sedom, so that Lot would merit being saved (Ran). (viii) Since Avraham told the public that 
Hashem is fair and punishes evildoers, He revealed their crimes to Avraham, so that people would believe in just Divine punishment; (ix) Hashem 
wanted the world to know that He did not conceal anything from Avraham (Bereishit Raba). (x) When Avraham saw Sedom’s king retreating in the 
war with the 4 kings, he thought that the Sedomim were pacifists, and Hashem told him that their evil warranted their destruction; (2) as soon as 
the 3 angels left Avraham’s tent; (3) he hoped the resha’im would repent and change their ways; (4) (i) Since there were 8 righteous people in the 
dor ha-mabul – Noach, his wife, his 3 sons and their wives – and that was not enough to save the others, Avraham realized that 10 tzadikim was 
the minimum necessary to save the others; (ii) he knew that 10 is the minimum number of people in a congregation upon which the Shechina rests 
(Medrash Tanchuma). (b) (1) They oppressed the poor and needy (Ramban). (2) When the Sedomim found that a young woman had been 

secretly giving food to a poor person, they strung her up on a tree, removed her clothes, poured honey on her and sent bees to bite and kill her 
(Bereishit Raba). (c) 19:27 says, “Avraham arose early to the place where he had stood (i.e. davened) before Hashem [to save Lot]”, whom 
Hashem then saved (Berachot 6b). (d) (1) “Blessed be the truthful judge”; (2) “Blessed be He who remembers the tzadikim [i.e., Avraham]” 
(Berachot 54b). (e) Lot, who settled in Sedom, in the vicinity of sinners, almost lost his life because of the Sedomim’s evil (Pirkei de Rebi Eliezer). 
(f) Lot was worthy of being saved because Hashem “remembered” that (1) Lot saved Avraham in Mitzrayim by not revealing that Sarah was his 

wife (Rashi). (2) Lot settled in Sedom only after Avraham had brought him from Charan to Cana’an (Ramban).  
 
Q-3.  (a) Why does the Torah call the angels “men” when they met Avraham, but “angels” when they met Lot (2 views)? (b) (1) Of the 5 evil cities, 
why was Tzo’ar not destroyed? (2) Since the angel told Lot that Hashem was not destroying Tzo’ar, why did Lot not remain there? (c) Why is the 
word “ha’eil” (“these” [men] – 19:8) spelled without a final heh (ha’eileh)? (d) (1) What did Lot’s older daughter do to deserve reward? (2) What 
was her reward? (e) (1) What did Lot’s younger daughter do to deserve reward? (2) What was her reward? (f) How do we know that Lot acted with 
immoral intentions towards his daughters? (Bereishit 19:8,30-38) 
 
A-3.  (a) (1) With the Shechina in Avraham’s tent, angels and men appeared equal, but in Lot’s home, angels were special; (2) to Avraham, who 
was accomplished, they appeared as men, but to Lot, who was not, they appeared as angels (Rashi). (b) (1) Since it was more recently populated, 
its sins were fewer than Sedom and the other 3 cities (Shabbat 10b). (2) Lot was afraid to settle there, because it was so close to Sedom (Rashi). 
(c) “Ha’eil” also means “the powerful”, and Lot warned the Sedomim that the guests were strong enough to destroy them (Bereishit Raba). (d) (1) 

Since Hashem destroyed the dor ha-mabul with water and saved only Noach’s family to repopulate the world, Lot’s daughters thought that He 
again destroyed mankind, this time with fire, but saved only Lot’s family, and the older daughter hurried before her sister to do a mitzvah to 



repopulate the world (Rashi). (2) The kingship of the offspring of the older daughter preceded the younger’s kingship by 4 generations – Oved, 
Yishai, David and Shlomo were Rut the Moavit’s offspring; while King Rechavam later was the offspring of Na’ama the Amonit; (e) (1) The younger 
daughter named her son Ben-Ami (my people’s son), a “clean” name, while her sister publicized Lot’s disgrace by naming her son Moav (from 
father); (2) Hashem told Moshe that although he could not go to war with Bnei Moav (Devarim 2:9), he could harass them; but Moshe was not 
allowed even to provoke Bnei Amon (Devarim 2:19); (f) There is a dot above the word “u-ve-kuma” ([the older daughter’s] rising – 19:33), 
indicating that while Lot was unaware that his older daughter was laying with him, he was aware when she arose; therefore, he should not have 
drunk wine the next night, but did, so that his younger daughter would lay with him (Nazir 23a-b).   
 
Q-4.   (a) Why did Avraham move from Chevron to Gerar (2 reasons)? (b) Why did Avraham think that “there is no fear of Elokim” in Gerar? (c) 
Why did AviMelech, King of Gerar (1) tell Avraham, “behold, my land is before you” (2 views)? (2) want to marry Sarah (2 views)? (Bereishit 20:2-
15)  
 
A-4.  (a) (1) Since rumors about Lot’s daughters were circulating, Avraham was afraid of a chilul Hashem by being associated with Lot, who was 
his nephew, and he had to move; (2) since the roads were deserted of travelers after Sedom’s destruction, he went a place with more wayfarers 
for whom he could do hachnasat orchim (Bereishit Raba). (b) Instead of first asking, “are you thirsty or hungry from the road?” the people of Gerar 
asked, “who is this woman – your wife or sister?” (Rashi). (c) (1) AviMelech was a (i) righteous gentile, who wanted a tzadik as his neighbor 
(Pesikta Zutreita). (ii) scorner, who wanted to acquire Avraham’s wealth (Medrash Socher Tov). (2) He (i) wanted to marry into Avraham’s 
illustrious family (Ran). (ii) lusted after Sarah when her youthful beauty returned after the angel informed her (18:10) that she would become 
pregnant (Ramban).  
 
Q-5.  (a) (1) What date was Yitzchak’s birthday? (2) How long was Sarah pregnant with him? (3) How did everyone know that Yitzchak was not 
fathered by AviMelech? (4) How did Hashem prove that it was Sarah who had given birth to Yitzchak – i.e., he was not a foundling she had 
acquired? (5) On the day that Yitzchak was born, what other miracles took place? (b) How do we know that (1) Sarah’s level of prophesy was 

greater than Avraham’s? (2) if one vows “to derive no benefit from Avraham’s offspring”, he may not benefit from Yitzchak’s offspring, but he may 
benefit from Yishmael’s and Ketura’s offspring? (c) Why did AviMelech conclude that “Hashem is with you (Avraham) in all that you do” (21:22) (3 
views)? (d) (1) Why did Avraham make his treaty with AviMelech using 7 sheep? (2) How did Hashem punish Avraham for making the treaty (4 
ways)? (Bereishit 21:1,12,22,31) 
 
A-5.  (a) (1) 15 Nisan; (2) 6½ months, since she conceived on 1 Tishrei (Rosh Hashana), and gave birth on 15 Nisan (Pesach) (Rosh Hashana 
11a). (3) Yitzchak looked exactly like Avraham (Eitz Yosef). (4) Hashem dried up the breasts of all of the noblewomen so that they could not nurse 
their babies, and they had to bring their babies to Sarah who had an abundance of milk as a result of her giving birth (Bereishit Raba). (5) Women 
who were barren conceived, blind people regained their eyesight and slow-witted people were blessed with intelligence (Bereishit Raba). (b) 
Hashem said to Avraham (21:12), (1) ”whatever Sarah tells you, heed her voice” (Rashi). (2) “for through Yitzchak will offspring be considered 
yours” (Rambam – Hilchot Nedarim 9:21). (c) AviMelech (1) saw the elderly Avraham and Sarah miraculously have a son; (2) first thought that 
Avraham’s expulsion of his firstborn Yishmael was madness, but when he saw that Yishmael was a robber, he knew that Avraham followed 
Hashem; (3) thought that since Avraham derived income from travelers, he would become poor from losing travelers after Sedom’s destruction but 
saw that Avraham was as rich as before (Bereishit Raba). (d) (1) To remind AviMelech of the sheva mitzvot of Noach, which banned AviMelech’s 
stealing Avraham’s wells; (2) (i) Hashem delayed Bnei Yisrael’s entry into Eretz Yisrael for 7 generations (Avraham through Moshe), until after 
AviMelech’s grandchildren died; (ii) AviMelech’s offspring killed 7 of Avraham’s righteous offspring – Chafni, Pinchas, Shimshon, Shaul and 
Shaul’s 3 sons; (iii) Bnei Yisrael’s 7 sanctuaries (the Mishkan in the midbar, Gilgal, Nov, Givon, Shilo and 2 Batei haMikdash) were destroyed; (iv) 
The Pelishtim captured the aron for 7 years (Medrash Tanchuma).  
 
Q-6.  (a) (1) When Hashem asked Avraham to offer Yitzchak as a korban “achar ha-devarim ha’eileh” (after these things – 22:1), to what do “these 
things” refer (4 views)? (2) How old was Avraham at the akeida? (3) How old was Yitzchak? (b) (1) How do we know that the location of Hashem’s 
mizbei’ach could never be moved? (2) Who else built a mizbei’ach in the same place? (c) Since Hashem knew that Avraham would pass the test, 
what was goal of the test (2 views)? (d) Why did Avraham and Yitzchak have to travel 3 days to the site of the akeida? (e) How did the akeida 
demonstrate Avraham’s belief in olam haba? (f) Why is the akeida included in our daily tefilot? (g) Why is Rivka’s birth recorded before Sarah’s 
death? (Bereishit 22:1-4,23) 
 
A-6.  (a) (1) (i)  After Satan criticized Avraham for making a party honoring Yitzchak (21:5) but not offering korbanot, Hashem said that even if He 
asked Avraham to offer Yitzchak as a korban, he would; (ii) after Yishmael told Yitzchak that he was greater by agreeing to have his mila at age 
13, but Yitzchak had no choice on his 8

th
 day, Yitzchak said that Yishmael gave up only a piece of skin, but if Hashem asked him to sacrifice his 

whole body, he would give it as a korban (Sanhedrin 89b). (iii) After Avraham made a treaty between his and AviMelech’s offspring, Hashem 
wanted to show Avraham that the treaty involving his offspring was valueless, by asking him to destroy his offspring (Rashbam). (iv) After Hashem 
told Avraham that his offspring would rise to great heights like the stars, He “nisa” (elevated) Avraham through the akeida (Ha’ameik Davar). (2) 
137 years old; (3) 37 years old (Medrash Tanchuma). (b) (1) Hashem told Avraham, “go to the land of Moriah” to do the akeida – so too, He told 

Shlomo haMelech (II Divrei Hayamim 3:1) to build the Beit haMikdash on the same location on Har HaMoriah (Rambam – Hilchot Beit Habechira 
2:1-2). (2) (i) Adam offered a korban on that location after he was created; (ii) Kayin and Hevel offered their korbanot there; (iii) Noach built a 
mizbei’ach there after he left the ark (Rambam – Hilchot Beit haBechira 2:2). (c) Hashem wanted (1) Avraham to actualize his love of Him, so that 
he would act like Him, showing his goodness through his works, just as He shows His Goodness through His Works (Sforno). (2) to show the 
world how tzadikim obey His Will (Rambam - Moreh Nevuchim). (d) Hashem gave Avraham time to consider the test, so that scoffers could not 
say he acted in haste (Rashi). (e) Avraham obeyed Hashem’s command to sacrifice his son, which would leave him no offspring through Sarah, 
but he knew that Hashem would repay him in olam haba (Derashot haRan 6). (f) To teach that Bnei Yisrael are to serve Hashem despite the 
difficulty (Abarbanel). (g) It teaches that a righteous leader is not taken from the world before a successor has been born (Ba’al haTurim).  
 
Q-7.   (a) In the haftara, what did Elisha say to the Shunamit woman that reflected what the angels said to Avraham? (b) Which mitzvah is a 
segula for having children? (II Melachim 4:16)   
 

 
A-7.  (a) An angel told Avraham and Sarah that the elderly Sarah would have a son “ka’eit chaya” (at that season, the next year), and Elisha told 
the elderly Shunamit woman the same, and both prophecies were fulfilled (Mosaf Rashi). (b) Hosting guests – after Avraham hosted the angels, 

he had a son, and after the Shunamit woman hosted Elisha, she had a son (R. Bechaya).  


